Argentina — Sports, Climate, History & Traditions
The Sport: Pato
Pato is the national sport of Argentina.
The word 'pato' means 'duck' in Spanish.
The game is played on horseback and combines elements of polo and basketball.
Players throw a ball with handles through a vertical hoop.
Pato became Argentina’s official national sport in 1953.
Climate in Argentina
Northern Argentina has a hot and humid tropical climate.
Central Argentina has warm summers and cool winters.
Southern Argentina, called Patagonia, is cold and windy.
Argentina experiences all four seasons.
The Andes Mountains affect the country’s weather patterns.
History of Argentina
Indigenous peoples lived in Argentina before Europeans arrived.
Spain colonized Argentina in the 1500s.
Argentina declared independence from Spain on July 9, 1816.
Millions of European immigrants arrived during the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Argentina became famous for agriculture, cattle ranching, tango, and soccer.
Traditions in Argentina
Tango dancing and music began in Buenos Aires.
Mate tea is a traditional drink shared among friends and family.
Family gatherings and celebrations are very important.
Gauchos, the Argentine cowboys, are important cultural symbols.
Soccer is one of the most popular sports in the country.
Fun Facts About Argentina
Argentina is famous for high-quality beef.
Iguazu Falls is one of the world’s largest waterfall systems.
Aconcagua is the highest mountain in the Americas.
Argentina has won multiple FIFA World Cups.
